
Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor: 
An American 
Success Story



Early Life

• Born on June 25, 1954 in the 
South Bronx

• Parents Juan and Celina 
Sotomayor moved to New York 
City from Puerto Rico to raise 
Justice Sotomayor

• In 1963, her father died of heart 
problems

• Her mother was a nurse at a 
methadone clinic and worked long 
hours to support the family

• For grammar school, she attended 
Blessed Sacrament School 



First Leanings 
Toward Justice 

System

“No, my job as a prosecutor is to do 
justice, and justice is served when a 
guilty man is convicted and an 
innocent man is not."



High School 
Years



Undergraduate Years

“I came to accept during my freshman year that many of the
gaps in my knowledge and understanding were simply limits
of class and cultural background, not lack of aptitude or
application as I’d feared. That acceptance, though, didn’t
make me feel less self-conscious and unschooled in the
company of classmates who’d had the benefit of much more
worldly experience.
-Justice Sonia Sotomayor, My Beloved World 170-71 (2013).





Law School



“Much has changed in the thinking about
affirmative action since those early days
when it opened doors in my life and [my
brother’s]. But one thing has not changed:
to doubt the worth of minority students’
achievement when they succeed is really
only to present another face of the prejudice
that would deny them a chance even to try.
It is the same prejudice that insists all those
destined for success must be cast from the
same mold as those who have succeeded
before them, a view that experience has
already proven a fallacy.”
- Justice Sonia Sotomayor, My Beloved World 245 (2013).



New York 
City District 
Attorney’s 

Office



“Though I was always glad to have won my cases, somehow the idea of a person 
going to jail, with all the misery that entailed for a family, never quite seemed 
cause for celebration.”

- Justice Sonia Sotomayor, My Beloved World 298 (2013).



The Tarzan 
Murderer



“I’ve always had a fundamental faith 
in rehabilitation, always believed that 
education and effort, if applied 
intelligently, could ultimately fix 
anything.  Richard Maddicks taught 
me that there are exceptions, 
however few.”

-Justice Sonia Sotomayor, My Beloved 
World 311 (2013).

“[M]y first real-life encounter with a
human being beyond salvage.”
- Justice Sonia Sotomayor, My Beloved
World 310-11 (2013).



Next Step: Private Practice



Notable Activity



The Federal 
Bench: District 
Court



Notable Cases

• Justice Sotomayor gained fame while sitting on the US. District Court for the Southern District of New York in 1991 when she 
“saved” Major League Baseball in her strike-ending decision in Silverman v. Major League Baseball Player Relations 
Committee, Inc., 880 F.Supp. 246 (S.D. N.Y. 1995).

• In Castle Rock Entertainment, Inc. v. Carol Publishing Group, Inc., 955 F.Supp. 260 (S.D. N.Y. 1997), then Judge Sotomayor  
found that Defendant’s production of a trivia book based on the popular sitcom Seinfeld did not constitute fair use under the 
fair use doctrine.

• In June 1997, President Clinton nominated her to the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.



The Federal Bench: 
The Second Circuit Court of Appeals



Notable Cases

• Malesko v. Correctional Services Corporation, 
229 F.3d 374 (2d Cir. 2000).
• Center for Reproductive Law and Policy v. Bush, 

304 F.3d 183 (2d Cir. 2002).
• Riverkeeper Inc. v. EPA, 475 F.3d 83 (2d Cir. 

2007).
• Hankins v. Lyght, 441 F.3d 96 (2d Cir. 

2006) (Sotomayor, J., dissenting).



The Federal Bench: The Supreme Court of the United States



• Sworn in August 2009.

• First Hispanic Justice and First Latina Justice.



Notable Cases

• United States v. Jones, 585 U.S. ___ (2012) 
(Sotomayor, J., concurring).

• Glossip v. Gross, 576 U.S. ___ (2015) 
(Sotomayor, J., dissenting).

• Trump v. Hawaii, 585 U.S. ___ (2018) 
(Sotomayor, J., dissenting).



El Fin


